
Middle Grade Philosophy


Middle school students go through several significant changes, not only physically, but also emotionally and socially.  Young adolescents not only begin to gain a sense of identity, but they become overwhelmingly influenced by their peers, and start to test the rules and limits of not only their parents, but of their teachers and schools as well.  Although their emotions and levels of motivation fluctuate frequently, their intellectual interests begin to expand and become important as they develop the capacity for abstract thought.  Middle school is a time in students’ lives where they crave guidance and direction, but more oft than not, refuse to admit it.  Therefore, middle school teachers not only need to be creative, open-minded, and supportive, so that they can offer a challenging, stimulating, and diversified learning experience to every student; but also openly communicative with parents so that they are involved and well informed on the progress of their children.


Students learn in a variety of ways; some are visual learners, while others are auditory learners.  Some learn best when they are given a real-world problem, or where they can work hands-on with a physical manipulation of information.  Some students are successful learners working individually, while some will gain more of a benefit by working in a group or with at least one other classmate.  It is very important for teachers to be aware of the seven intelligences and the specific learning styles of their students, so that they can create, build upon, or adjust their lesson plans and class activities to the specific needs of their current students.  With a variety of approaches and close class observation, teachers can gain an understanding of the unique learning styles of their students and begin implementing differentiated learning activities so that every student’s learning style is accounted for.  


Middle school students need positive role models, and caring adults that will listen to their problems and offer help and understanding.  It is important for their teachers to be supportive and willing to listen, be available for students to meet with them for discussions, whether school related or not.  It is also important for teachers to communicate with the parents of their students.  Open houses and Teacher-Parent Conferences are easy ways to keep parents informed, but is sometimes not enough.  Teachers should meet with parents before the start of school, make sure all parents have a handbook, and contact information in case they need to relay information, ask a question, or arrange a date and time for a conference.  Sending home newsletters and setting up parent organizations is a great way to keep parents informed and involved.


Parental involvement is very important; it not only improves student attitude, but boosts student achievement as well.  When parents feel that they are involved with their child’s education, they will become more confident, and offer more help and encouragement to their children.  Help and encouragement is also greatly required of teachers.  Middle school students are going through so many changes within this time frame, and since most of their time is spent in school surrounded by their peers, the influence and education they gain from their teachers is very important.   Academics may be the farthest thing from these students’ minds, so it is up to the teachers to keep them interested, engaged, and motivated.  Lesson plans and class activities need to be stimulating and challenging, yet diverse in implementation.   Teachers need to take into account the differences in the learning styles of their students, and accommodate them by building on, adjusting, or creating new lesson plans and class activities.  

